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PETER KERR 
SUPERINTENDENT OF RESIDENCE 


We introduce to you the new superinten- 
dent of the 77th Street apartments, Peter Kerr. 
(Pronounced Care). We hope you will enjoy 
meeting him. 


Peter was born on a farm on November 16th, 
1909. The farm, owned by his father, was 
located near Castleblayney, County Monaghan, 
Ireland. He attended the Lackagh National 
School until he reached the age of fourteen. 
For the next two years, Peter attended the 
Technical School Monaghan. He helped on his 
father's farm and acquired a broad knowledge 
of farming. Incidentally, the farm is still 
being worked by his older brother. 


When he was in his early twenties, he 
went to London and worked for several big 
building contracters. He not only worked in London, but also in other parts 
of England. He acquired a general knowledge of building and became a 
bricklayer, working at this trade until the outbreak of the war in 1939. 


He was working on a large block of flats in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and 
found time for social activities. He met his wife, Elizabeth, at a Catholic 
social. Her name was Elizabeth Walsh, a member of a well known County 
Limerick family. She was on the nursing staff of the Kent and Sussex 
Hospital, Tunbridge Wells. They were married in 1939 and set up home there. 


The war caused a big drain on manpower and industrial workers became 
government controlled. Peter was directed to London, building air raid 
shelters there. Then came the fail of France, the Battle of Britain, and, 
in 1940, the bombing of London. 


Peter was in the Rescue Squad and had some harrowing experiences. One 
of his most terrifying experiences was the bombing of Guys Hospital. In 
the raid, five hundred lost their lives. A big shelter near the nurses 
home received a direct hit, and the concrete roof caved in, trapping nurses 
and patients. He had to use a high pressure steam hammer to break the 
concrete to get the dead out. 


His son John was born in May, 1940, and his wife took him to Ireland. 
July, 1941 saw the birth of Peter's daughter in Cork, Ireland. 


Peter remained in London, and served in the army until the end of the 
war. He served with the Royal Ulster Rifles and the London Irish Rifles 
as a piper. He learned to play the pipes when he was fourteen, and it 
continues to be one of his favorite hobbies. Peter is now a member of the 
County Monaghan (his native county) Pipe Band here in New York City. 


At the end of the war, he brought his wife and family back to England 
where he worked for the telephone company as an overhead and underground 
construction foreman. Both of Peter's children were educated while the 
family was in England. 


In 1957, the Kerr family came to New York where Peter worked for a 
real estate company in the Bronx. Peter came to Special Surgery in 1960, 
and is in charge of the 77th street apartments. 


He said to me recently, "I will proudly play the pipes in the County 
Monaghan Band when we parade down Fifth Avenue on St. Patricks day as I 
have done every year since I have been in New York!" 


W.R.B. 
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PRESENTING CLASS XIII OF THE SCHOOL OF PRACTICAL NURSING 
ELE EU, NURSING 


Front row (1. to r.) Elizabeth Hawkins; Hyacinth Jarrett; Marian Shavers; Ruth 
Philips; Miss Dean Smith, Director of Education; Maureen Taheny; Una Harrison; 

Rose Bux and Serene Muglia. Back row: Enid Clarke; Ann Schork; Susan Delph; 

Ruth Ferro; Minnie Fells; Vivian Doley; Arlene Bostic. (Raychel Leiffer not shown). 


NIGHTINGALES CHIRP 


NURSING SCHOOL GRADUATES SIXTEEN 


Graduation exercises for Class XII of 
the School of Practical Nursing was held on 
January 19, 1961. Through all the slush and snow- 
a few delays-last minute changes in the program- 
graduation did take place. Our young graduates 
were resplendent in their lovely white uniforms for their big night. 


There were some special awards given to the graduates. The 
Ann Roberts Golden Bandage Scissor award was presentéd to Ann Schork 
for exceptional ability in the art of nursing. 


Miss Serene Muglia was awarded a savings bond for having maintained 
the highest academic average in her class. 


A savings bond was awarded to Ruth Ferro for having shown out- 
standing interest and initiative in theory and practice. 


Mr. David Mixter, member of the Board of Managers, welcomed the 
relatives and friends of the graduates and them spoke a word of greeting 
to the graduating class. Mr. Mixter then presented Mrs. Walter Fried, 
member of the Nursing Committee, who introduced the guest speaker, 

Miss Margaret Losty. 


Miss Losty, acting director of the Bureau for Handicapped Children, 


New York Department of Health, gave a very inspiring message to the 


graduates. She lauded the class on their effort and devotion to the 
profession. 


After the ceremonies, a reception was held for the graduates and 
their friends. In spite of the cold night outside, it was a warm 
evening for Class XIII, School of Practical Nursing. 


H.S.S. welcomed a new practical nurse class on February 6, 1961-- 


i Sheed hard girls, and you'll find the year is really a short period 
fe) ime. 


We are very sorry that Miss Pearl Hackett, 7N, who has been an 
employee of H.S.S. for many years, became ill and had to be hospitalized 
on February 7th. We hope her stay as a patient will be short. 


Le sea pleasure to see the new hydrocollator on 8S, 7S, 6S. 
Thanks to our administrators--they do save the nurses many steps and 
add immeasurably to care of patients needing the packs. 


See you next month. 
M.M. 
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& 
SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES 


Since all too often our news is made 
up of good-byes to our fellow workers, we are 


O fe) not unhappy in a short note this month. 
We are truly sorry to have to report 
that Gerry Lavington-Williams, secretary, left 
us on February 10th. Her bright smile and quiet 


quips will be missed by us all who "feted" 
her with a farewell party on the ninth. 


Besides the bad weather which has most of us down, the German 
measles has really laid low our vivacous young Nancy Cohen. 


We announce two very charming volunteer receptionists- 
Mrs. Norman K. Toerge, Jr. and Mrs. Myron K. Sands. They are both 
members of the Social Service Committee of Women's Auxiliary. 


Reta M: 
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At Graduation Ceremonies--Mr. T. Gordon Young, Mrs. Walter Fried, Miss Margaret 
Losty, Mr. David M. Mixter. 


THREE APPOINTED TO THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 


At the annual meeting of the Board of Managers, three appointments 
were announced by Mr. Philip Bastedo, Board President. The meeting 
was held on February 9, 1961 at the Hospital. 


Mr. S. Hazard Gillespie, Jr., former United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, was reappointed to the Board after an 
absence of two years. He was originally appointed to the Board in 1955, 
but resigned in 1959 when he accepted the duties of United States 
Attorney. Mr. Gillespie, a former president of the New York State Bar 
Association, is now with the law firm of Davis, Polk, Wardwell, Sunder- 
land & Kiendl. 


Mr. Henry U. Harris, Jr., partner in the firm of Harris, Upham & Co., 
and Mr. Francis Day Rogers, partner in the architectural firm of 
Rogers and Butler, were also appointed to the Board. 


Mr. Harris, a graduate of Stanford University, is married and has 
three children. He is a Director of Starflight, Inc., and a Trustee 
of Greenvale School, Long Island. He is a member of the Piping Rock 
Club, the Knickerbocker Club, and the Recess Club. He and his family 
reside in Brookville, Long island. 


Mr. Rogers attended Yale University, Cambridge University, England, 
and received his degree in architecture from New York University in 
1941. He is a member of the American Institute of Architects, the 
Architectural League, and holds licenses in ten states. Mr. Rogers is 
an Elder at the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church and is Vice-President 
of the Marine Historical Association, Mystic, Connecticut. He has been 
married since 1942, and he and his wife have four children. They reside 
at East 75th Street. 
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VOLUNTEERS 


We wish to thank all the volunteers who came to 
work despite the snowstorm. It is evidence of the 
professional attitude they take in their job and their 
deep sense of responsibility. We know that it is 
appreciated by the hospital. 


A few of our volunteers are lucky enough to take 
winter vacations. Mrs. Irvine spent some time in 
Florida and Mrs. DeBevoise is enjoying the balmy 
weather in the West Indies. Mrs. Leight is visiting her son and 
his family in California and writes that the temperature is in 
the 80's! 

A.McC. 
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RESIDENT SKETCH - George D. Rovere, M.D. 


From time to time we will pre- 
sent a brief sketch of our new 
residents and fellows appointed to 
our staff. We hope you will enjoy 
reading about them. 


Doctor Rovere was born across 
the Hudsoh in New Jersey over two 
and one-half decades ago. He is 
the only child of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Rovere, who reside in Wayne, 
New Jersey. 


George received his elementary 
and secondary school education in 
New Jersey, graduating from Pompton 
Lakes High School in 1950. At 
P.L.H.S., when he was not smoking 
his pipe, and concentrating on his 
studies, he spent time on the foot- 
ball field as a hard-charging, 
Swivel-hipped water carrier. 


After he was graduated from 
high school, George entered Syracuse Universtiy where he was presented with 
his A.B. degree in 1954. He entered medical school that same year and was 
awarded his M.D. degree in 1958 from the State University of New York 
College of Medicine at Syracuse. 


He went to the University of Virginia Hospital at Charlottesville for 
his surgical internship and residency, and joined us as a resident in 
October, 1960. 


George has been married for three years to the former Patricia Severin 
of Somerville, New Jersey. They reside in Woodridge, New Jersey, and have 
a cute little pup dog called "Fleabus." 


W.R.B. 
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More news from the Berkshires (Little America in Connecticut) 


It is right warm today - only just zero. Yesterday I looked 
for the reading and could not find the mercury. Looked hard again 
and sure enough there it was, 33° below. We have four feet of this 
white stuff all around the house. The front door is closed until 
Spring - six-feet drifts high against it. Drove to Torrington 
yesterday but couid not see anything on either side of the road in 
some places because the state plows had piled the snow eight to ten 
feet high on both sides. It is snowing again now, but the prediction 
is that it won't be much - maybe only six inches. The big question 
is - where are the plows going to put it? 


Best wishes to all. 
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A PATTERN TO LIVE BY 


JUST FOR TODAY I will try to live through this day only, and not 
tackle my whole life problem at once. I can do something for 12 
hours that would appall me if I felt that I had to keep it up for a 
lifetime. 


JUST FOR TODAY I will try to strengthen my mind. I will study. I 
will learn something useful. I will not be a mental loafer. I 
will read something that requires effort, thought and concentration. 


JUST FOR TODAY I will adjust myself to what is, and not try to 
adjust everything to my own desires. I will take my "luck" as it 
comes, and fit myself to it. 


JUST FOR TODAY I will be agreeable. I will look as well as I can, 
talk low, act courteously, criticize not one bit, not find fault 
with anything and not try to improve or regulate anybody except 
myself. 


JUST FOR TODAY I will have a program. I may not follow it exactly, 
but I will have it. I will save myself from two pests: hurry 
and indecision. 


JUST FOR TODAY I will be unafraid. Especialdy I will not be afraid 
to enjoy what is beautiful, and to believe that as I give to the world, 
so the world will give to me. 
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

We have a new Volunteer, Mrs. John K. 
Condict, who has had secretarial experience and 
has taken over the work that has been a 
struggle for our staff ever since we lost 
Miss Lolita Revera last February. 


We received a Christmas note from Lola-- 
now Mrs. Lola Libach--from Sydney, Australia. 
Her husband is a Norwegian whom she met while she was living at 
International House. He works in one of the television stations 
in Sydney and they expect to be there for three or four years. 


We have a student with us for the month of February from 
New York University, Miss Anne Hoffmann. 


D.E.N. 
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NEW NEWS NEEDED 


If you have any information that would be of general interest 
please contact one of the R & C reporters. You will find some of 
them listed elsewhere in this issue. Your Suggestions as to ideas 
for inclusions in the R & C will be appreciated. 


WER: Bs 
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MEET YOUR PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 


a 
3 


S S Bes : ' 4 
Seated: Ingeborg Berger, Reporter; Margaret O'brien, eering 
Committee; Roxann Press, Secretary; Bill LoCascio, President; Gerda 
Van Leeuwen, Steering Committee; Howard Murther, Steering Committee. 
Standing: Thelma Bristow, Jackie Mims, Fred Fulton, Maureen O'Rourke, 
Mary Ryan, Daniel Palermo, LaRue Sascha, Melinda Vail, Hester West, 
Barbara Levin, Ruth LeFever, Medea Marella, Max Polak. Not pictured: 
Ambrosina Vitellaro, Edith Schwartz, Shirley Sharon, Linnell McCoy; 
Mavis Kemble, Steering Committee. 


The Personnel Committee had its first meeting for this year on 
January llth in the Board Room. The main topic on the agenda was 
the election of officers for the Committee for this year. It was 
very appropriate that the Chairman should be Bill LoCascio. 


We are meeting every fourth Wednesday of every month, and 
alternate representatives are invited to attend any of these meetings 
to familiarize themselves with the proceedings. In case both of the 
representatives of the same department drop out for any reason, 
there will have to be a re-election in this department to have a 
representative for the duration of 196l. 


We decided at this meeting that we are going to have a Variety 
Show this year again, and any suggestions from actual or potential 
Scriptwriters, impresarios, actors, or stage hands are welcome. 


lB 
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THE HARRY RASHMAJIAN MEMORIAL FUND 


Situations may arise that would warrant action by the Rashma- 
Jian Committee. If you know of such situations, please notify your 
department head who, in turn, will notify the Chairman of the 
Rashmajian Committee. 


W.R.B. 
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TWENTY A MONTH 
Is A 
DEADLY RECORD 


The Greater New York Hospital 
Association has reported that there 
were twenty fires in hospitals during 
December, 1960. This is not a 
particularly enviable record, but 
it points out the importance of 
being alert for safety hazards. 


The fires were categorized 
as follows by the New York Fire De- 
partment and the Greater New York 
Hospital Association. ALL of these 
took phace in New York City hospitals 


in one month! 


NUMBER CAUSED BY 
15 Smoking Carelessness 
3 Electrical Malfunctions 
1 Furnace Explosion 
1 Heat Jamp JOHNNY SAFETY SAYS: 


Fires in hospitals are 
usually always tragic. The 
statistics above represent 
lives. Don't let it happen 
here! 
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RESEARCH BUiLDING NEWS ITEMS 


A very happy girl is Shelia Yelsky 

of Research who became engaged to 

Mr. Bernard Siegel on Valentine's Day. 

Our best wishes are extended to Miguel 

Rodriquez and Sue Keefer who celebrated 

their birthdays this mogth. We are 

proud to report that among the brides 
Shown in "Bride" magazine last month, Alexandra Hodge and her husband 
were pictured cutting their wedding cake with a sword that dated back 
to the American Revolution. Dr. Leonhard Korngold, who is quite 
a ski fan, reports that when he was just about ready to descend Mount 
Snow, he glanced at the skier next to him and was pleasantly surprised 
to see that it was Dr. Carl Bernsten. Dr. Felix Bronner and Dr. Jean- 
Claude Stoclet are in St. Louis at this writing attending the 
Bio-Physical Society meetings. Dr. Fred Rapp is fading away to a 
Shadow. He is on a diet and has lost 18 pounds in one month. (Metrecal?). 
Dr. Robert C. Mellors recently gave a talk at the New York Academy of 
Medicine on "The Prospect for the Biological Control of Cancer". 


RESEARCH SKETCH 


Alfred (Al) Stoholski-(Most eligible bachelor in Research)-Al is a 
Chief Technician and has been associated with Dr. Mellors in his 
research work for the past seven years. He is an accomplished 
photographer, motor boat enthusiast and a student pilot. Al has a 
very genial personality and is well liked by all his associates who 
are looking forward to the day when he will start commuting to work 
by sea plane. 


WELCOME MAT 


Dr. Eleanor R. Lappano - Bio-Chemical Cytologist 
Sophia Milner - Technician in Dr. Bronner's Laboratory 
Gloria Stevens - Technician in Dr. Rapps Laboratory. 

M, Coke 
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REPORTERS FOR THIS ISSUE 
J. Callender Heminway..............-.Foreign Correspondent 
Medea Marella...ccecccccccccescceoee NUrsSing 
Mary RGMiles <<’. v.0\0s elsley sone clemtetees + Research 
Ingeborg Berger......cccceccscceeess Personality Committee 
Photographer 
Ruth. Mandeville. ./</sis's sleisielelsisieistsiatetes SOC aleService 
AGNES MCUCADE ysis. cle nic ce ae seisa etic sis VOLUN CEers 
Doris NichoIS wisine s\s\sisisie.sn'etets elaine fe OCCHNAtLonal Therapy 
TONY SAI PAO. « «cis ak ad see Eee CAL LOonist 


WarrenvR, PBetts, pore. s scree ce ne editor 


enn eee Se rE ee ee es 2 De ele 
7 February, 1961 * 


——————_—_—_—_—_———— 


Can anyone direct me to the 
Research Receiving Dept? 


li 
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AMONG OURSELVES 
| G The picture of Santa Claus in the 
(¥ Mas Pp 


\. f last issue of the R & C brought forth many 
Ne questions as to the identity of St. Nick. 
It seems that we neglected to mention that 
\e iM Dr. Anthony Gristina played Santa and did 
a "top Drawer" job! 
We seem to have had many of our employees in the hospital as patients 
during the last month. Some of them have been discharged, and some 
continue tc remain. We wish them all well. Miss Florence Winter, 
Physical Therapy, Mr. Daniel Bohleber, Purchasing, and Mr. Nelson 
Brown, Maintenance, were patients. 


Miss Pearl Hackett, of the nursing staff was admitted during February. 
Some of the others who were admitted during February include: Ruth 
Dean, O.P.D., Claudio Liborio, Dietary Department, Gertulie Prentice, 
nursing, Bill LoCascio, Brace Shop, and Kitty Johnson, Iaboratory. 

Wé also heard that Fanchette Schwartz, Recreational Supervisor, had 
the measles. 


We are sorry to hear that Gwen Williams, nursing, lost her father 
recently. 


Jimmy McClain, former telephone operator, is now a private in the 
United States Army. Mrs. Muriel Alessandrini, Purchasing, has 
left H.S.S. after five years. It was good to see Cal Heminway at 
the Annual Dinner of the Board of Managers. Cal has some comments 
on the weather elsewhere in this issue. Mrs. John R. Drexel, III, 
a member of the Board of Managers, gave birth to a baby girl at 
New York Hospital on February 8th. 

W.R.B. 
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OTHER REPORTERS FOR THE RECORD AND CHRONICLE 


CLYGe-Bentnan si sic occces pebese sROCELVINE 

Mrs. BANNGrmans. sels ccceocevcoet es chbivrary 

Mrs. Bender cis suicisis sos 6 sisisis eee LaUOracory 
Mrs. BOOGY, ss ..Giicl- s 61s. aes eum mae OCOD ShUL teers 
Mrs. Dérvend... dismiss ccs ccnessise aWOClal, Service 
Mrs. GOldStoOn€. Bi. ..s oe «giana se Lecary 

Miss Es “Hancock 72sec «es cee ee se hCCOras 

Miss Hass 

JOAN RLLCY sc ciccclsicnwcesmeaisicene cFersonner 

Bill LoCascie. ...s...5000eeeee-e-.brace Shop 
Mrs. Mend0ZA....c.ccceccscooccesseFurchasing 
Miss Mitchell........-.ec+e-eee--Fund Raising 
MISS RiISi...cecscccvecccccseeoee cACCOUNting 
Miss ROSG2-i vic ‘cele sate Mecdiaeia’s s clghttateat Sac e tr 
Missi Winter. ic:s'. ciate smtier s tcsuieleriee Ls 


